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AB 32: 
CA Global 
Warming 
Solutions 
Act (2006)

• Reduce to 1990 levels by 2020
• Reduce to 80% below 1990 levels 

by 2050
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California GHG Emissions
546 Mtonne CO2e (2004)

Transportation
42%

Buildings
24%

Industrial
25%

Agriculture
6%

Other
3%

Importance of 
Building Sector in 

GHG solutions
70% of this is 
residential & 

commercial bldgs.
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Why ZNE?  
A paradigm shift is needed.
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CA ZNE Policy Vision
ZNE new homes by 2020

ZNE new commercial 
buildings by 2030

Reduce consumption by 40% 
in existing homes by 2020

50% of existing commercial 
buildings will be ZNE by 2030
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ZNE Definition
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For a house, ZNE is achieved by a CA Whole House 
Home Energy Rating (HERS) of zero (or less)



C  A  L  I  F  O  R  N  I  A     E  N  E  R  G  Y     C  O  M  M I  S  S I  O  N

ZNE Pilots
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ZNE Standards
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